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ready for the future
whnen It arrives



e enuvision a path forward, inspired by an
Nnformed optimism, equipped with tools that
are simple, smart and able.
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otartled by a global event that arrived without warning, a virus that
leaps across borders and boundaries, we see that we are, all of
us, connected by a fragile biologu, as well as the aims we share.
Can we now enlarge our thinking? Can we make room for a mare
inclusive sense of purpose? WIll we shape a future that looks Llike

the world we want to see”
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"Hredicting the future
S easy, getting It right
S the hard part. ...
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Ht Teknion, we remain optimists. We envision a decade of
renewed creative energy as we find new ways to conduct our

Lives and our work. Hnd while we cannot predict with certainty th
course of cultural or corporate evolution, we can plan—and design—
for uncertainty. We can recognize uncertainty as a state of
extraordinary potential.
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Hs human beings we are connected across continents and seas,
but also through time. History offers perspective. H ook back tells
Us that profound chanage, the "premature arrival of the future,” may
destabilize social and economic structures, but can also mobilize
human Ingenuitu—inspiring achievements that have remade the

material world.
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curopean Kenaissance: 14th-17th century

1he outbreak of a plague marked an inflection
point In the history of Europe, leading to an
extraordinary era in western culture.
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Hrriving In Europe In the 14th century, a devastating plague create
~onditions that ushered In the ltalian Renaissance, a transformative
epoch In art and architecture, science and invention. The bacillus
arrived in Italy by ship, spreading across Europe and disrupting the
feudal social sustem of the Middle Hages. lts effects were acute
and enduring, ultimately a catalyst for exploration, discovery an

a guickened sense of human possibility.
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The stage was set for Leonardo da Uinci to imagine and design
a fluing machine, for Copernicus to deconstruct the science of
astronomy, and for Brunelleschi to engineer the great masonry dom

that defines the city of Florence. In Germany, a humble blacksmith,

johannes Gutenberg, inuented the printing press in 1440, often
~onsidered to be the seminal advance of the Renaissance.

U
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Kenaissance Man:

Looking Into the mirror of history, we can see that the
narratives of the past are often retold in modern dress,
how disruption may lead to a renaissance of innouvation.
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Beyond the flowering of literature and the arts, the 14th and 15th

centuries saw an escalation in the study of medicine, astronomuy,

mathematics and architecture, lauying a foundation for the discoveries
f Galileo in the 16th century and Newton’s laws of motion in 1687
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pandemic vaccine
development times

typhoid fever
polio

ebola
couvid-19

COUIO-19 was diagnosed In
North Hmerica in January 2020.
Hn effective vaccine was
deployed less than a uear
later, changing the paradigm
for vaccine deuvelopment.

100 years

ug years
Uy years

v> 9 months
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"Ihe knowledge of past times..
S a nutriment to the mind.” e s v



carly 20th Century: 1918-1920°s

H war In europe, followed by a pandemic, tilts
the western world on its axis.



1/

The narrative of history continues to tell of human resilience. In the
wake of the Great War and the influenza pandemic of 1918-1920, new
ideas emerged to transform the social and cultural landscape. The
volatile years that followed were defined by economic growth and
scientific advances, social shifts and radical mouvements Iin the arts.
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Tea & Eqgualitu:

History speaks If we are willing to listen, offering
Nnsights that can sustain us In times of chanage. In the
Jears surrounding the 1918 influenza pandemic, women
N Canada, the U.S. and the UK. fought to win the right
{0 vote—a step towards political rights for all women
and an example of how audacity and resolue can lead
{0 positive chanage.
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loday, women account

for half of architecture
program graduates. Prior to
1972, most North Hmerican
schools refused to admit
women to the study of
architecture.
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‘Change, real chanage,
nappens one step at

. JJ
a t I m e 5 Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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FPlay Fosters Creativity:

H simple folk toy animates the child’s imaagination,
reminding us that a spirit of plaufulness often unlocks
creative potential—producing ingenious new objects,
tools and furnishings.



students supported by amazon’s
E 5 future engineer program

lech companies are
iINncreasing support for

SCIEI—ICEJ tEChnDLDQI:IJ 1200018000 hild
engineering and mathn

education with classes, *****?

computers and other
resources for k=12 schools.
Egg,%oo children



Mid-Century Modern: 1847-1357

Hrofoundly affected by a decade of global conflict,
Nndustry and the arts emerged with a buoyant
Spirit of optimism.
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Hs designers and architects rekindled the spirit of modernism In the

1950’s, Images and artifacts generated new cultural directions. Organic
modernism, born In the 1950's and 60°’s, produced objects with shapes
drawn from nature. Uther designers looked to industry or geometry,

welding form to function or advocating for rigorous precision, while

architects employed "modern” materials—steel, glass and concrete—
to approach an ideal of "space, light and order”
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The influence of mid-century design I1s ongoing, not only in terms

f objects that became icons, but in the context of a concept: “g

INto our culture, a precept we owe to the men and women wh
created the imaages, tools and environments of the 1350°s, who bell
that design could help put the world back on its feet.

design.” bood design as “art applied to Living” Is now an idea wouel
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New LCubism:

The concept of modularity captivated mid-centurd
architects and designers In europe and Hmerica.
Modularity enables more adaptive spaces and
furniture that can flex to accommodate the needs
of people and the dynamics of work.
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H study of community
foundations reported an
807 INncrease In donations
from March to May 2020
compared to a similar
period in 2019.

80% INcrease N donations

2020
mar-may

2019
mar-may
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e are called to be

archltectS of the future..”

Buckminster Fuller, Hnticipatory Design Scientist



Towards the Future: 1964-2021

Ihe pace of social and technological chanage
accelerates as one century draws to a close
and another Is born.
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Future Forward:

The World's Fair of 1964 Kindled new Interest in science
and technologu, showcasing a nascent Space Hge and
foreshadowing a digital era that would transform our
Llves and our work forever.
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Ligital skills for all
exploded In 2020.
£00m meetings grew
from 10 million to

300 million dailu.

Increase in digital skills

e

2013
10 million daily Zoom calls

2020
300 million daily Zoom calls
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opace Minimalism;

Extraneous elements are stripped away. [he SopaceX
flight suit 1Is an elegant expression of purpose. In

both attire and apparatus, It reveals how design and
technology transform our tools and decode complexitu.
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The worlds’ top companies
and governments are

stepping up to meet a 2050
target to be carbon neutral

carbon neutral
energy promises
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apple

state of california

unilever

voluo

air canada
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‘| really believe In the
idea of the future.”....
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UJe are heirs to such inflection points In history. Hduersity has led t
suweeping change in every century and, at the same time, awaken:
reserves of courage and resilience, and expanded the boundaries of
imaagination and knowledge. The uncharted decade before us can
be met with anxiety or anticipation. Ht Teknion, we believe that an
iNnformed optimism will help us to find our way toward the humane,
the sustainable and the beautiful.

U
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Ht Teknion, we understand the extraordinary complexity
of designing a waorkplace In the context of heightened
concerns about health and safetu, personal and
corporate responsibility. We are committed to deepening
our knowledage, to posing more and better guestions,
and to developing new products born of lessons learned.
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Whatever the future looks Llike,
leknion will offer products that allow
for transitional solutions, that help
Ccompanies to adapt and re-adapt, that
are Indeed, “future smart.”



teknionw



The narrative
ack, we see
iInnovation, that each ster

n

f history c

f

t

frame n

rward, an

B

c

world an

ncepts lLike

=10V

ntinues to inform

that disrupti

N oft

that our innat

n th

ur future. Looking

=Ningl=

{

ls we need

_anaormy

roducts and

f means as tenets
enuironments of

We L

en yields per

n=

2 Wway to equal ri

gination Is thi

)

-

concepts. Unce radical movem
modularity that
~lence tests the Limits of

onable adaptiv
uwhat we belieue

20IN NoOW t

.

f creativity and

ghts mouves us

Uipment w

=Ny

=I=In

=

t

=

.

2 W

rkspaces,

n

D {rue about

=

se simpl

ur future.

f design that will inform the

ts like cubism yield

dll

DIty and

L

LU

rk




